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POLK COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ PUBLIC HEARING &

REGULAR MEETING

March 3, 2014 - 7:00 P.M.
R. Jay Foster Hall of Justice, Womack Building

Columbus, NC

MINUTES
In attendance:  Chair Owens, Vice-Chair Gage, Commissioner Gasperson, Commissioner Holbert, and Commissioner Pack.  Also in attendance were County Attorney Berg, Clerk to the Board Fehrmann, staff, media and citizens

1. Call to Order of the NC State Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Programs Public Hearing - White Oak Waterline Project Grant Application – Chair Owens called the public hearing to order.  This was the second of two required public hearings to discuss and receive public comment on the potential submission of a grant application for funds available through NC State Community Development Block Grant programs for assistance with infrastructure and economic development.  The public hearing was advertised in the Tryon Daily Bulletin.  Paula Kempton, Isothermal Planning & Development Commission Community & Economic Development Services Director, presented the information.  The total amount of the project is $375,000.  $281,250 in CDBG funds are being requested, and $93,750 will be provided by White Oak Development/Tryon Equestrian Properties LLC.
2. Citizen Comments – There were none. 

3. Commissioner Comments – There were none. 
4. Adjournment – Commissioner Holbert moved to adjourn the public hearing, seconded by Vice-Chair Gage and the motion carried unanimously.
5. Call to Order of the Regular Meeting – Chair Owens called the regular meeting to order.
6. Invocation – Rev. Larry A. Romich, Senior Pastor of Mountain Valley Pentecostal Holiness Church in Tryon, gave the invocation.
7. Pledge of Allegiance – Vice-Chair Gage led the pledge.
8. Approval of Agenda – Vice-Chair Gage asked that “personnel, G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6)” be added to Agenda Item #18.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve the agenda as amended, seconded by Vice-Chair Gage and the motion carried unanimously.
9. Approval of Minutes – Commissioner Holbert moved to approve the February 17, 2014, public hearing and regular meeting minutes, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.  
10. NC State Community Development Block Grant Programs - White Oak Waterline Project Grant Application – The two required public hearings to discuss and receive public comment on the potential submission of a grant application for funds available through NC State Community Development Block Grant programs for assistance with infrastructure and economic development were properly held.  Commissioner Gasperson moved to approve the grant application, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.  
11. 2013 Delinquent Taxes – Melissa Bowlin, Tax Administrator, reported that the total of uncollected 2013 taxes was $1,040,305.88 as of January 31, 2014. Commissioner Pack moved to charge Ms. Bowlin to advertise for and collect these taxes by any and all means, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.  
12. Position Reclassification Request – Melissa Bowlin requested the reclassification of a full-time Assistant Tax Appraiser position to a full-time Tax Customer Service Representative position.  Commissioner Holbert moved to approve the request, seconded Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.
13. Polk County Transportation System Safety Program Plan – Dianne Timberlake, Transportation Director, was present to answer questions.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve the Polk County Transportation System Safety Program Plan, seconded by Vice-Chair Gage and the motion carried unanimously.
14. Volunteer Board for Vote – Joe Cooper and Jake Johnson were appointed to the Appearance Commission by unanimous vote.  
15. Volunteer Boards for Review – Applications for the following boards were reviewed:  Board of Equalization & Review – 5 applications, 5 regular vacancies; Isothermal Planning & Development Commissioner – 1 application, 1 regular vacancy; Nursing Home Advisory Committee – 1 application, 2 regular vacancies.  
16. Citizen Comments on Non-Agenda Items – Scott Woodward and Debbie Arceneaux spoke in support of First Amendment rights and religious freedom.  Judy Heinrich requested to be allowed to make a comment after the closed session; Chair Owens denied her request because Ms. Heinrich was signed up to comment on a non-agenda item.  Michael Thomas spoke in support of First Amendment rights and religious freedom.  Michael Veatch questioned the legality of issues being discussed in closed session meetings.  Alan Kearns said he was offended by the invocation offered at the last BOC meeting, and that local government meetings are not the place for prayer.  David Maxwell said he appreciated the comments made by Mr. Veatch and Mr. Kearns.  James Hrynyshyn said invocation/prayer in public meetings is a problematic issue.  Mr Hrynyshyn also urged the Commissioners to work with and respect each other, and said he was troubled to hear that Commissioner Gasperson had been asked to leave the February 17, 2014, closed session meeting.  Commissioner Gasperson said that while he “was not directly demanded to leave” the aforementioned meeting, he felt he “was clearly put in a position that . . . it was inappropriate to stay” and he “felt kicked out” at the time. 
Clarence Chavez said he was offended by the invocation delivered at the last BOC meeting, and spoke in support of Commissioner Gasperson.  Renée McDermott accused the Board of breaking open meetings law by holding illegal closed session meetings, and spoke in support of returning County Manager Ryan Whitson.  Gary Poague said the Commissioners should represent all the citizens, that their behavior was an affront, and he criticized the Board majority for not supporting the Unified Development Ordinance.  Deon Dunn said he is not in favor of the BOC reviewing a prayer prior the meeting.  Virginia Walker said she was upset about Commissioner Gasperson being made to feel he had to leave the closed session meeting, and asked for an update on the driver’s license office.  Rickie McFalls said the county could have funded an additional DSS social worker position if finances had been handled differently by the previous BOC. 
17. Commissioner Comments – Commissioner Gasperson said he was not aware of any Commissioner, including himself, suggesting that an invocation be reviewed before a meeting.  Vice-Chair Gage said he did not throw Commissioner Gasperson out of the February 17, 2014, closed session meeting; Commissioner Pack, Commissioner Holbert, and Chair Owens also affirmed that they had not thrown Commissioner Gasperson out of the above referenced meeting.  Commissioner Holbert said the tag office as well as the driver’s license office should both be open by the end of the year at the latest.  Commissioner Pack said he wanted to make it clear that no one threw Commissioner Gasperson out of the February 17, 2014, closed session meeting; Commissioner Gasperson left on his own accord.  Chair Owens thanked everyone for coming out.
18. Closed Session – Vice-Chair Gage moved to go in to closed session for the purposes of attorney-client privilege, G.S. 143-318.11(a)(3), and personnel, G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6), seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously. 
19. Return to Open Session – Commissioner Pack moved to return to open session, seconded by Vice-Chair Gage and the motion carried unanimously.
20. County Manager’s Resignation – Vice-Chair Gage moved to accept the resignation of Ryan Whitson effective March 11, 2014, to approve the terms of a proposed Voluntary Separation Agreement and General Release between Ryan Whitson and Polk County and to authorize the Chair of the Board of Commissioners to execute the agreement on behalf of the Board of Commissioners, and to direct the Finance Director to generate a budget amendment to transfer the sum of $178,590 from Fund Balance to Administration Salaries, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried 4-1 (Gasperson opposed). 
21. Adjournment – Commissioner Pack moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Vice-Chair Gage and the motion carried unanimously.
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