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POLK COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ PUBLIC HEARINGS &

REGULAR MEETING

February 3, 2014 - 7:00 P.M.
R. Jay Foster Hall of Justice, Womack Building

Columbus, NC

MINUTES
In attendance:  Chair Owens, Vice-Chair Gage, Commissioner Gasperson, Commissioner Holbert and Commissioner Pack.  Also in attendance were County Attorney Berg, Clerk to the Board Fehrmann, staff, media and citizens.

1. Call to Order of the First Public Hearing – Chair Owens called the first public hearing to order.  The purpose of the hearing was to receive public comment on a proposed change to Parking Requirements for Customary Home Occupation, Class I & Class II in the Polk County Zoning Ordinance.  The public hearing was advertised in the Tryon Daily Bulletin.  Cathy Ruth, Planner, gave the presentation.  The information, included in the agenda packet under Agenda Item #14, is hereby incorporated by reference into these minutes.
2. Citizen Comments – There were none.
3. Commissioner Comments – There were none.

4. Adjournment – Commissioner Pack moved to adjourn the first public hearing, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.
5. Call to Order of the Second Public Hearing – Chair Owens called the second public hearing to order.  The purpose of the hearing was to receive public comment on a proposed ordinance entitled, “An Amendment to the Polk County Zoning Ordinance Enlarging the Area of the Equestrian District and Expanding the Uses Allowable in the Equestrian District and Re-Defining Residential Vacation Rental (Tourist Homes) to Include Timeshare and Amending the Minimum Size for Parking Spaces in All Districts.”  The public hearing was advertised in the Tryon Daily Bulletin.  Cathy Ruth gave the presentation.  The information, included in the agenda packet under Agenda Item #15, is hereby incorporated by reference into these minutes    

6. Citizen Comments – There were none.
7. Commissioner Comments – Commissioner Pack asked why veterinary clinics were considered conditional instead of permitted uses and was informed that this is always the case in the multiple use zoning district.
8. Adjournment – Commissioner Pack moved to adjourn the second public hearing, seconded by Commissioner Gasperson and the motion carried unanimously.
9. Call to Order of the Regular Meeting – Chair Owens called the regular meeting to order.
10. Invocation – Commissioner Holbert gave the invocation.
11. Pledge of Allegiance – Commissioner Pack led the pledge.
12. Approval of Agenda – Commissioner Holbert moved to approve the agenda, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously. 
13. Approval of Minutes – Vice-Chair Gage moved to approve the January 6, 2014, public hearing and regular meeting minutes, the January 13, 2014, economic development work session minutes, and the January 21, 2014, budget work session minutes, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously. 
14. Proposed Change to the Parking Requirements for Customary Home Occupation, Class I & Class II in the Polk County Zoning Ordinance – Vice-Chair Gage moved that the written recommendation of the Planning Board regarding Plan Consistency be made a part of the record of this proceeding and that the Board of Commissioners find that the proposed amendment to the Polk County Zoning Ordinance to define parking requirements for Customary Home Occupation I and II as stated in the written recommendation of the Planning Board, and further moved that the Board find the proposed Amendment is both reasonable and in the public interest of furthering the goals of the County’s 20/20 Vision Plan by encouraging private investment essential to the County’s economic strength, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.

15. An Amendment to the Polk County Zoning Ordinance Enlarging the Area of the Equestrian District and Expanding the Uses Allowable in the Equestrian District and Re-Defining Residential Vacation Rental (Tourist Homes) to Include Timeshare and Amending the Minimum Size for Parking Spaces in All Districts – Vice-Chair Gage moved that the written recommendation of the Planning Board regarding Plan Consistency be made a part of the record of this proceeding and that the Board of Commissioners find that the proposed amendment to the Polk County Zoning Ordinance enlarging and expanding the uses allowable in the Equestrian district and redefining residential vacation rental (tourist home) to include timeshare and amending the minimum size for parking spaces in all districts is consistent with the Polk County 20/20 Vision Plan for the reasons set forth in the whereas clauses of the proposed amendment to the Polk County Zoning Ordinance, further moved that the Board find that the proposed Amendment is reasonable and in the public interest for the reason that it furthers the goals of the 20/20 Vision Plan by encouraging private investment in the equine industry and equine leisure-based activities which is essential to the strength of the County’s economy, and that Polk County supports a competitive environment for agriculture/viticulture, cultural and equestrian activities, and finally moved that the Board adopt the proposed Amendment to the Zoning Map of Polk County to re-zone certain areas as Equestrian District as recommended by the Planning Board, seconded by Commissioner Gasperson and the motion carried unanimously.  
16. December 2013 Refund Request – Melissa Bowlin, Tax Administrator, presented the requests.  Commissioner Holbert moved to approve the refund request, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.  
17. Clerical Error Refund Request – Melissa Bowlin presented the requests.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve the refund request, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.  
18. Lake Adger Reclassification – County Engineer David Odom presented the information.  The request for a WS-IV classification for Lake Adger went before the NC Environmental Management Commission in November 2013, which voted unanimously to proceed with a public hearing.  The Division of Water quality will hold public hearings in Polk County in the next few months, after which the request will go back to the Environmental Management Commission for approval.  The reclassification process should be completed by September 2014, and the WS-IV classification will enable the lake to be utilized as a public water source in the future.
Citizen Comments:  Sky Conard (Green River Watershed Alliance) said she is in favor of the WS-IV designation if it means more protection and management of Lake Adger.  Tom Fitzgerald (Lake Adger Board of Directors) and Stewart Reid spoke in support of the WS-IV designation.  Renée McDermott expressed concerns that the WS-IV designation is not restrictive enough.
Commissioner Gasperson stated that the WS-III designation was originally intended to extend into the Henderson County Green River watershed, and the current WS-IV designation will extend only to the Polk County line.  Commissioner Gasperson said that, in order to make Lake Adger a viable public water source, he believes Polk County Government’s three main responsibilities regarding the lake are the dam, the reclassification, and the sedimentation issue.
19. White Oak Waterline Project Grant Application – David Odom and Paula Kempton, Isothermal Planning & Development Commission Community & Economic Development Services Director, presented general information regarding the pursuit of grant funds available through NC Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) programs, specifically the Infrastructure and Economic Development categories.  The Infrastructure Program is designed to improve the quality of life in a residential targeted area or a local government jurisdiction by using CDBG funds to eliminate severe water and wastewater problems with health and environmental consequences.  The Economic Development Program provides funds for local governments with projects that involve a specific for profit business that creates or retains jobs.  Commissioner Pack moved to schedule the first of two public hearings on this initiative for February 17, 2014, at 7:00 P.M. in the R. Jay Foster Hall of Justice, Womack Building, seconded by Commissioner Gasperson and the motion carried unanimously. 
20. Community Child Protection & Fatality Prevention Team – Commissioner Pack moved to appoint Det. B.J. Bayne and EMS Director Michael Crater to this team, seconded by Commissioner Gasperson and the motion carried unanimously. 
21. Budget Amendment – Sandra Hughes, Finance Director, presented the budget amendment.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve BA #5, Sheriff, Appropriate Fund Balance, $31,852 – To fund school resource officer positions from February 4th, 2014, through year-end from Fund Balance, seconded by Vice-Chair Gage and the motion carried unanimously.  
22. Interim County Manager/County Manager Daily Activities Reporting Responsibilities – Vice-Chair Gage asked that this item be placed on the agenda for discussion.  Commissioner Holbert moved that the Interim County Manager/County Manager provide the Commissioners with a daily written report of meetings and activities, presented in a bullet point format, seconded by Commissioner Pack.  Commissioner Gasperson said he was not sure the reports need to be submitted on a daily basis; Commissioner Pack and Chair Owens said they prefer daily reports.  With a motion and a second on the floor, the motion carried unanimously.  
23. Volunteer Board for Vote – Planning Board:  Freda S. (Buffy) Blackwell was appointed to a one year term as a regular member from Tryon Township by a 4-1 vote (Gasperson opposed); William V. (Bill) Davis was appointed to a one year term as a regular member from Green Creek Township by unanimous vote; Eric Bradley was appointed to a two year term as a regular member from Cooper Gap Township by unanimous; Wally Pace was appointed to a two year term as a regular member from Saluda Township by a 4-1 vote (Gasperson opposed); Rickie McFalls was appointed to fill an alternate at large vacancy through January 31, 2015, a vacancy which was created by a volunteer resignation, by a 4-1 vote (Gasperson opposed).  
24. Volunteer Board for Review – Two applications for two regular Farmland Preservation vacancies were reviewed.  
25. Citizen Comments on Non-Agenda Items – Rickie McFalls asked what would be involved in order to change Lake Adger’s watershed designation from a IV to a III and was told this would entail starting the entire process all over again.
26. Commissioner Comments – Commissioner Gage announced that a Project Lazarus community advisory board is currently being formed to organize a local “Lock It or Drop It” campaign aimed at aiding in the prevention of prescription pill misuse.  Commissioner Holbert thanked everyone for coming out.  Commissioner Gasperson said he is glad that Customary Home Occupation, Class I & Class II, is part of the Polk County Zoning Ordinance, and that Polk County Schools will now have school resource officers, two initiatives he said he has long advocated for.  Commissioner Pack and Chair Owens thanked everyone for coming out. 
27. Closed Session – Commissioner Pack moved to go in to closed session to discuss a matters relating to attorney-client privilege, G.S. 143-318.11(a)(3), and personnel, G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6), seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.
28. Open Session – Chair Owens moved to return to open session, seconded by Vice-Chair Gage and the motion carried unanimously.
29. Adjournment – Commissioner Pack moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Chair Owens and the motion carried unanimously.
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