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POLK COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ PUBLIC HEARING &

REGULAR MEETING

Monday, October 15, 2012, 3:00pm
R. Jay Foster Hall of Justice, Womack Building
Columbus, NC
MINUTES
PRESENT: Chair Gasperson, Vice-Chair McDermott, Commissioner Owens, Commissioner Pack and Commissioner Walker.  Also in attendance were County Attorney Egan, Acting Clerk to the Board High, staff, media and citizens.
1. Call to Order of the Public Hearing on a Proposed Ordinance Concerning Energy Generating Facilities; Providing a Definition; Amending the Polk County Zoning Ordinance to Authorize Energy Generating Facilities in the Multiple Use (MU) and Industrial (I) Zoning Districts – Chair Gasperson called the public hearing to order.  The purpose of the hearing was to hear public comment on the proposed ordinance.  Planner Cathy Ruth was present to answer questions.  
2. Citizen Comments – There were none.
3. Commissioner Comments – There were none.
4. Motion to Adjourn – Commissioner Owens moved to adjourn the public hearing, seconded by Vice-Chair McDermott and the motion carried unanimously.
5. Call to Order of the Regular Board of Commissioners’ Meeting – Chair Gasperson called the regular meeting to order.
6. Invocation – Commissioner Owens gave the invocation.
7. Pledge of Allegiance – Vice-Chair McDermott led the pledge.
8. Approval of Minutes – Vice-Chair McDermott moved to approve the October 1, 2012, work session and regular meeting minutes, seconded by Commissioner Walker and the motion carried unanimously.    
9. Approval of Agenda – It was recommended that Agenda Item #18 be removed, that review of Ricky Searcy’s application for the Zoning Board of Adjustment be postponed until clarification is made regarding membership requirements, and that Agenda Item #14 be moved to Agenda Item #9a.  Commissioner Owens moved to approve the agenda as amended, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.
9a.Recreation Board Master Plan – Recreation Board member Laura Lynch and Josh King of Isothermal Planning & Development Commission (IPDC) were present to discuss the plan.  Commissioner Walker moved to approve a contract with IPDC in the amount of $6,900 to create a recreation master plan to be funded by contingency through a budget amendment, seconded by Commissioner Owens and the motion carried 4-1 (McDermott opposed).
10. An Ordinance Concerning Energy Generating Facilities; Providing a Definition; Amending the Polk County Zoning Ordinance to Authorize Energy Generating Facilities in the Multiple Use (MU) and Industrial (I) Zoning Districts – Commissioner Owens moved that the written recommendation of the Planning Board regarding Plan Consistency be made a part of the record of this proceeding and that the Board of Commissioners find that the proposed (Solar) Energy Generating Facilities Ordinance is consistent with the Polk County 20/20 Vision Plan and is reasonable and in the public interest, for the reasons set forth in the whereas clauses of the Ordinance, and that the Board enact the (Solar) Energy Generating Facilities Ordinance as proposed in the Staff Substitute for the draft recommended by the Planning Board, seconded by Vice-Chair McDermott.  Following discussion, Chair Gasperson moved to amend the motion to require that minor energy generating facilities be permitted as a conditional use, seconded by Commissioner Walker and the motion failed 2-3 (McDermott, Owens and Pack opposed).  With the original motion and second on the floor, the motion passed 3-2 (Gasperson and Walker opposed).
11. Alexander’s Ford Award Ceremony – National Park Service – Ambrose Mills announced that Polk County and the Bradley Endowment Fund received a joint award from the National Park Service for their successful efforts in preserving Alexander’s Ford. 
12. Economic Development Initiative Update – The ribbon cutting ceremony for Fendrich Industries, Inc. was held on October 10, 2012.  Commissioners applauded Economic Development Director Libby Johnson and the ETDC for being instrumental in facilitating the relocation of this textile manufacturer to Tryon, which will create twenty-three new jobs.  
13. Polk County Soil & Water Conservation District Board – Commissioners commended the board for being awarded the 2012 Area I District of the Year Award at the recent fall state meeting held at the Mountain State Fairgrounds in Fletcher.  Polk County is the only county in the State with its own agricultural center.  
14. Recreation Board Master Plan – Moved to Agenda Item #9a. 
15. Polk County Recycling Program – Neal Hall, Solid Waste Manager, was present to discuss the program.  The Mobile Recycling Program collected its millionth pound of material in September, and Jennifer Patton was awarded a certificate of achievement for her outstanding job performance with the mobile recycling unit.  
16. November 5, 2012, Regular BOC Meeting Cancellation – Commissioner Owens asked that, as current BOC candidates, Vice-Chair McDermott and Commissioner Pack not participate in either the discussion or the vote on this item.  Commissioner Owens moved to cancel the November 5, 2012, regular BOC meeting as it is scheduled the night before the election, seconded by Commissioner Walker and the motion carried 3-0.
17. Advisory Referendum – Commissioner Owens clarified that counties can hold a referendum if approved by the Legislature; however, the Legislature typically only approves advisory refrendums.
18. Meadowbrook Subdivision Waterline Extension – Removed from agenda.
19. Volunteer Boards for Vote – Joshua Howell and Muriel Lunsford were appointed to the Juvenile Crime Prevention Council by unanimous vote; Cynthia Terwilliger was appointed to the Library Board of Trustees by unanimous vote; Avril Lomas was appointed to the Nursing Home Community Advisory Committee by unanimous vote; Lisa Krolak was appointed to the Planning Board by a 3-2 vote (Owens and Pack opposed); Ricky Searcy was not appointed to the Planning Board by a 2-3 vote (Gasperson, McDermott and Walker opposed). 
20. Volunteer Boards for Review – One application for the Economic & Tourism Development Commission was reviewed. 
21. Citizen Comments on Non-Agenda Items – Ricky McFalls disputed the accuracy of a recent post on Vice-Chair McDermott’s Facebook page regarding Commissioner Owen’s alleged solicitation of waterline extension customers on Hwy. 9. 
22. Commissioner Comments – Commissioner Owens said he had not personally collected the names, but that someone else had done so and had given him the list.  Commissioner Owens said he brought the list to a prior Commissioners’ meeting and gave it to County Engineer Dave Odom during the meeting.  Vice-Chair McDermott acknowledged that she had mistakenly said that Commissioner Owens had personally collected a list of names of landowners along Hwy. 9 who said they would like a waterline at taxpayer expense, and said she would promptly make the correction regarding who had collected the names requested by Commissioner Owens on her Facebook page.  Commissioner Pack remarked that it is fine to disagree with him on issues, but unacceptable to spread lies about him.  Vice Chair McDermott said that she had not stated any lie about Commissioner Pack on her Facebook page and asked him to read it more carefully. 
23. Adjournment – Commissioner Walker moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Owens and the motion carried unanimously.
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