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POLK COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ PUBLIC HEARING &

REGULAR MEETING

May 20, 2013, 7:00 p.m.
R. Jay Foster Hall of Justice, Womack Building

Columbus, NC

MINUTES
PRESENT: Chair Gage, Vice-Chair Owens, Commissioner Gasperson, Commissioner Holbert and Commissioner Pack.  Also in attendance were Interim County Manager Pittman, County Attorney Berg, Clerk to the Board Fehrmann, staff, media and citizens.

1. NC Tomorrow Regional Economic Development Plan Public Hearing – Chair Gage called the public hearing to order.  The purpose of the public hearing was to hear public comment concerning the close out of the Community Development Block Grant NC Tomorrow Regional Economic Development Plan.  Jim Edwards, Isothermal Planning & Development Commission Executive Director, presented the plan, and the information is included on file in the agenda packet under agenda item #10.  The public hearing was advertised in the Tryon Daily Bulletin on May 9, 2013.  
2. Citizen Comments – Gary Poague inquired about the status of the Unified Development Ordinance.
3. Commissioner Comments – There were none.
4. Adjournment – Vice-Chair Owens moved to adjourn the public hearing, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.
5. Call to Order – Chair Gage called the regular BOC meeting to order.
6. Invocation – Dr. Don McIntyre gave the invocation.
7. Pledge of Allegiance – Commissioner Pack led the pledge.
8. Approval of Minutes – Vice-Chair Owens moved to approve the April 22, 2013, regular meeting and the May 6, 2013, work session minutes, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.
9. Approval of Agenda – Commissioner Gasperson moved to add “Manager’s Budget Presentation” as Agenda Item #10.a, seconded by Vice-Chair Owens and the motion carried unanimously.
10. NC Tomorrow Regional Economic Development Plan – Vice-Chair Owens moved to approve the close out of the NC Tomorrow Regional Economic Development Plan, seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously. 
10a.Manager’s Budget Presentation – Vice-Chair Owens moved to cancel the May 30, 2013, 7:00 p.m. special meeting and reschedule it for May 31, 2013, at 9:00 a.m., seconded by Commissioner Gasperson and the motion carried unanimously. 
11. April Refund Request – Melissa Bowlin, Interim Tax Administrator, presented the request.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve the refund request, seconded by Vice-Chair Owens and the motion carried unanimously.  
12. Solid Waste Transfer Station Fees/Mobile Recycling – Solid Waste Director Neal Hall said that, other than a State imposed fee increase of $2.00 four years ago which affected all North Carolina counties, the transfer station tonnage fee has never been increased.  Mr. Hall reported that the transfer station is currently operating on a deficit.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve a $1.00/ton solid waste tonnage fee increase effective July 1, 2013, and another $1.00/ton solid waste tonnage increase effective January 1, 2014, seconded by Commissioner Owens and the motion carried unanimously.  Mr. Hall said he will implement a new mobile recycling schedule effective July 1, 2013, for the Green Creek area wherein the mobile recycling unit will service area every other week, as opposed to weekly.  Mr. Hall will closely monitor the situation and revert back to weekly mobile recycling service should the volume be such that bi-weekly pick up is untenable.
13. Rural Planning Organization (RPO) Community Input Session – Dianne Timberlake, Transportation Director, discussed the upcoming session scheduled for May 23, 2013, from 3:00-5:00 p.m. in the R. Jay Foster Hall of Justice, Womack Building.  
14. Forestry Service Update – Polk County Ranger Brian Rogers gave a PowerPoint presentation, a copy of which is hereby incorporated by reference into these minutes.  
15. Economic & Tourism Development Commission (ETDC) Status Report – Libbie Johnson, ETDC Director, and Craig Hilton, ETDC Chair, presented the report.  
16. County Website Upgrade Proposals – Bruce Yelton, Interim I.T. Director, presented the recommended current budget year proposal from Revize, LLC, in the amount of $22,250 for website upgrade and hosting. 
17. Interim Ag Economic Development Director Position – Interim County Manager Pittman recommended hiring an Interim Ag Economic Development Director for the short term in order to maintain departmental momentum, and to give the county ample time to create a comprehensive job description and seek a suitable full-time director.  Commissioner Holbert moved for Interim County Manager Pittman to work with Farmland Preservation Chair Doug Harmon and move forward with advertising for an Interim Ag Economic Development Director, seconded by Vice-Chair Owens.  Citizen comments:  Dave Slater urged the board to forego hiring an interim and focus its efforts on hiring a full-time director; a copy of Mr. Slater’s statement is hereby incorporated by reference into these minutes.  Doug Harmon spoke in support of hiring an interim director.  With a motion and a second on the floor, the motion carried unanimously.
18. County Management Retention Schedule – Vice-Chair Owens moved to approve the County Management Records Retention & Disposition Schedule published by the NC Division of Archives & Records on April 15, 2013, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.  
19. Clerk’s Certification – The Board congratulated Clerk to the Board Fehrmann for completing the UNC School of Government’s IIMC Clerk’s Certification Institute and receiving her designation as a North Carolina Certified County Clerk in April.  

20. Budget Amendments – Sandra Hughes, Finance Director, presented the budget amendments.  Commissioner Pack moved to approve Budget Amendment/Addition #12, Polk County Schools, $79,000 – To increase budget for ADM proceeds approved by the Board of Commissioners on 4/22/13 to fund planning for the Polk Early College ($60,000) and the Sunny View Library Expansion ($19,000), seconded by Commissioner Holbert and the motion carried unanimously.  Commissioner Gasperson moved to approve Budget Amendment/Addition #13, DSS, $69,298 – To increase revenues and expenditures based on additional program reimbursement estimates, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.  
21. Manager’s Report – Interim County Manager Pittman presented the Western Highlands Area Authority’s Fiscal Monitoring Report for 2013 fiscal year 3rd quarter, and announced that the dedication ceremony for the new flag pole at the DSS facility will be held at on May 31, 2013, at 10:00 a.m.  
22. Volunteer Boards for Vote – Cathy Brettman was appointed to the Appearance Commission by unanimous vote; John Blanton, Bruce Collins and Paul Stacy were appointed to the Green Creek Fire District Tax Commission by unanimous vote; Timothy Brown was appointed to the Juvenile Crime Prevention Council by unanimous vote; Rob Fuller was appointed to the Mental Health Advisory Board by unanimous vote.  
23. Volunteer Boards for Review – Applications for the following boards were reviewed:  Appearance Commission - 1 application, 2 regular vacancies; Council on Aging - 2 applications, 4 regular vacancies; Farmland Preservation - 3 applications, 1 regular vacancy; Nursing Home Community Advisory Committee - 1 application, 2 regular vacancies; Zoning Board of Adjustment - 4 applications, 2 regular vacancies.
24. Citizen Comments on Non-Agenda Items – Renée McDermott asked the Board to approve the DSS Director’s FY 2013/14 budget request for a Child Protective Services position.  Gary Poague commented on recent employee turnover and lack of volunteer board participation.
25. Commissioner Comments – Chair Gage and Vice-Chair Owens congratulated the Tryon Country Club for its listing in the National Register of Historic Places on February 5, 2013.  Commissioner Gasperson said he wished he could convince his fellow Commissioners how badly the Child Protective Services position is needed.  Commissioners Holbert and Pack thanked everyone for coming out.
26. Closed Session – Commissioner Holbert moved to enter in to closed session to discuss matters relating to attorney-client privilege, G.S. 143-318.11(a)(3), negotiation of the lease of real property, G.S. 143-318.11(a)(5), and personnel, G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6), seconded by Vice-Chair Owens and the motion carried unanimously.      
27. Open Session – Vice-Chair Owens moved to return to open session, seconded by Chair Gage and the motion carried unanimously.  Pursuant to discussion in closed session regarding the DSS building, Vice-Chair Owens moved to notify contractor Able Constructors, Inc. and North American Specialty Insurance Company of the county’s declaration of the contractor’s default and termination of the contract, and to demand that North American Specialty Insurance Company honor its obligations under the Performance Bond to complete the contract, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.
28. Adjournment – Vice-Chair Owens moved to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Pack and the motion carried unanimously.
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